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CHAPTER SEVEN 

 
FEAR OF DROWNING: PURE NATIONS, HYBRID BODIES, EXCLUDED CULTURES  

 
 
Shame to mankind! but shame to Britons most, 
Who all the sweets of Liberty can boast; 
Yet, deaf to every human claim, deny 
That bliss to others which themselves enjoy; 
 WILLIAM ROSCOE1 
 
 
N is the Navy  
We keep at spithead 
It's a sight that makes foreigners 
Wish they were dead 
 ABC for Baby Patriots2 
 
 

 

1 "Mount Pleasant " (1771) cited in Liverpool and Slavery: An Historical Account of the Liverpool-African 
Slave Trade by a Genuine "Dicky Sam" (Liverpool: A. Bowker & Son, 1884; reprinted by Scouse Press, 
1985) 57.  Roscoe was a poet, historian, philanthropist and celebrated Liverpool abolitionist. 
2  Reproduced  in Liz Curtis, Nothing But the Same Old  Story: The Roots of Anti-Irish Racism (London: 
Information on Ireland, 1985, 1991) 66. 
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Four hundred African immigrants fled a farming town in southern Italy to 
evade racist attacks of which they were the victims, Italian public television 
announced on 17 August. Employed as seasonal workers at 
Stornara...they were pursued after an eighty year old man died as a result 
of his house being broken into last weekend. For certain of the inhabitants, 
there was no doubt that the burglars were immigrant workers. The police 
emphasized that there was no evidence at all to that effect...  

   Le Monde 19 August 1993 
 
 
 

In 1993 the economies of Europe went into recession. The resulting unemployment fueled 

a racism that is ever waiting to rear up in the modern world.  All over Europe racism 

against non-whites continues to rise. During 1993, hundreds of incidents occurred in 

Germany, where Turkish immigrants have been burnt out of their houses and killed. In 

Italy there have been numerous examples of the racism illustrated by the story just cited. 

In France, the new government instituted weekly deportation trains from the Gare de Lyon 

in Paris to transport unwanted non-white, mainly Arab, foreigners to the border, often after 

the authorities have arbitrarily decided to expel them. One Algerian academic who had 

been in France for ten years was about to complete his doctorate at the University of 

Paris when his residence permit was withheld. So as to remain within the law he stopped 

working at his part-time job. His wife kept working legally and was able to support him 

and their French-born child. He was subsequently deported to a country where he no 

longer had any ties and where thousands of intellectuals have been assassinated by 

fundamentalists. The reason for the deportation was that he did not have enough funds 

to support himself; even though the authorities had been the cause of his giving up his 

job. In England, in August 1993, a black Jamaican women was suffocated to death by an 

over-zealous deportation squad. In February 1995, a black member of a French rap band, 

Ibrahim Ali, was shot in the back and killed by members of the extreme right-wing and 

racist French Front National who were bill sticking for their leader, Le Pen's Presidential 

campaign.   
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 Racism is nothing new to modern societies, and unfortunately seems to be as 

vigorous and as exploitable as ever. It is one of the scourges of modernity. In this essay 

I want to focus on how racism has been constructed, how it has been represented, and 

how it has been experienced. Since literary skills are not only deployed in the production 

of elite culture, but also in diverse written discursive practices, in this chapter I examine 

not only various kinds of lyricism, but also popular fiction and the daily newspapers. In the 

instance of nineteenth-century anti-Chinese racism in America, , mass circulation 

newspapers were indeed the primary instrument for the production and propagation of 

this particular racism and legislative institutionalization.  

 The previous chapters in this book have been mainly concerned with the lyrics of 

the oppressed, or of those who would represent them, and yet lyricists do not always side 

with the oppressed. In Europe and America, popular lyricists have also given  voice to the 

xenophobic, and self-congratulatory, and crudely patriotic sentiments so central to 

ethnocentric, racist discourse. In 1899, it was Kipling who famously articulated the “rights” 

and responsibilities of  white supremacist and imperialist ideology in these lines of counsel 

based on the British imperialist experience, and  adressed to America as it embarked on 

its new, external, imperalist project in the Pacific: 

THE WHITE MAN’S BURDEN 

1899 

(The United States and The Philippine Islands) 

 
Take up the White Man's burden -- 
Send forth the best ye breed -- 
Go bind your sons to exile  
To serve your captives' need 
To wait in heavy harness 
On fluttered folk and wild -- 
Your new-caught sullen peoples, 
Half-devil and half child. 
...................................... 
And when your goal is nearest, 
The end for others sought, 
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Watch Sloth and heathen Folly 
Bring all your hope to nought.3 

 

These lines allude to many of the ideological tenets of a colonialist racism which 

translated smoothly into the racist discourse of the imperial metropolises: the innate 

savagery of "wild" natives, the "sullen" ingratitude of the colonized, the infantile and 

perverse mentalities of the "half-devil and half-child" foreigner, and the laziness and 

immorality, the "Sloth and heathen Folly", of the non-white. A century later this refrain 

from the song "U.S.A. Today" on American country singer Hank Williams Junior's Lone 

Wolf album reproduced similar anti-"foreign" sentiments, while reiterating the American 

ideology's "patriotic" conviction of that country's supremacy:: 
 

It's true we got our problems, Lord knows we make mistakes, 
And every time we solve one, ten others take its place, 
But you won't see those refugees headin'  the other way. 
Welcome to the U.S.A. today. 

 

  What I wish to focus on in this chapter is how, in literary discourse, racial hatred 

can be generated and produced from human phobia: the fear of contamination; the fear 

of the Other's penetrating "our" body (the nation, the race), and bodies (the alienated 

individual), and "our" culture ("Civilization"). I start with the Chinese in America.  

* 

 

I. CHINA IN/OUT OF AMERICA 
 
 
...ignorant of what we hold as the best, the highest, most sacred, and of 
most importance to our liberty and civilization, John may prove a more 
troublesome and dangerous creature than any we have yet taken on board 
our ship.        
 CHARLES NORDHOFF4  

 
 

3 A Choice of Kipling’s Verse Made by T.S. Eliot (London: Faber and Faber,  1941; 1963) 136. 
4 Nordhoff's West Coast  (1874;  London: KPI, 1987) 91. 
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The story of Chinese in America really begins in the mid-nineteenth century, when 

American capital was in need of cheap labour, to dig, construct, and cultivate. From that 

moment on, and against the interests of capital, there was constructed an ideological and 

institutional anti-Chinese racism that would be the norm in the United States for over a 

century. This story of exclusion  calls into question romanticized histories of class 

solidarity, of inter-ethnic fraternity, of co-operation between oppressed races., 

 After the final suppression of the native American in the second half of the 

nineteenth-century, the American Ideology's need to construct another Other against 

which to invent its self-image of civilization, democracy, and republicanism, seems to 

have been even more pressing than the needs of capitalism. The Chinese provided that 

Other. 

  In the middle of the last century there were a few thousand Chinese who came to 

supply labour to California. , The project to exclude Chinese people from America, from 

citizenship, from being American started around 1850, and was partly accomplished by 

1870, with the Naturalization Act which denied the right to naturalization to Chinese, and 

nominally concluded with the Exclusion Act of 1882. The campaign was not restricted to 

nor solely generated by California, but rather was nation-wide, and transcended class 

and ethnic boundaries.  Legislatively the project continued with anti-miscegenation laws, 

ideologically with the discourse of Yellow Peril. Legal exclusion was prepared for over two 

or three decades by the transmitters and negotiators  of America's social imaginary and 

dominant ideologies the mass media of the day, the press.  
  

 

 The West Coast has long been demonized as the engine of the movement to 

exclude the Chinese from America, but it was in fact the influential East Coast 

newspapers of the nineteenth-century which vociferously led the exclusion campaign. 

The exclusion of the Chinese was advocated initially by reason of their "depraved nature." 
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Their habits, lack of religious faith, their supposedly "feminized" qualities, their general 

"baseness," and cultural dissimilarity were cited as reasons to exclude these Chinese, 

who were deemed incapable of "assimilation."  

 A New York Daily Tribune editorial of Friday, September 29, 1854, alerts the East 

Coast reader to the "fears" of white Californians: 

 
Any of the Christian races [we are told]...are welcome...[in California], or 
any of the white races. They all assimilate with Americans...and are 
gradually all fused together in one homogenous mass...5 

 

If only, the editorial laments, California could be settled by "hardy educated Americans, it 

would be the greatest blessing she could enjoy...."6  But the narrative of "hardy" white 

American males colonizing a female-gendered California was not to be. Only a people 

"like the Chinese" -- and that "like" is invested with deep, derogatory significance: not like 

"us," not white -- is available, and the editorialist expresses "grave doubts" about admitting 

a people "like the Chinese": 

 
Take a look at Chinamen in San Francisco...Some of these are Christians; and with the 
aid of the liberal men of San Francisco have erected a fine brick chapel...and we are told 
that John [i.e. John Chinaman] in his devotions shows quite as much religious feeling as 
any white man. But their number is very small; a mere drop in the bucket.7 

   

 The editorial then shifts to a carefully constructed enumeration of racial and 

national "characteristics". Some are specific to the Chinese, the unknowable Oriental. 

Others are more general racist slurs. They have formed, for much of the last 140 years, 

the basis for American, and European, dominant perceptions of the Chinese, and the 

"Oriental":  
  

They are for the most part an industrious people, forbearing and patient of 
injury, quiet and peaceable in their habits: say this, and you have said all 

 

5 New York Daily Tribune September 29, 1854, page 4. 
6 New York Daily Tribune, September 29, 1854, page 4. 
7 New York Daily Tribune, September 29, 1854, page 4. 
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the good that can be said of them. They are uncivilized, unclean, filthy 
beyond all conception, without any of the higher domestic or social 
relations; lustful and sensual in their dispositions; every [this is italicized in 
the original newspaper text] female is a prostitute, and of the basest order; 
the first words of English they learn are terms of obscenity or profanity, 
and beyond this they care to learn no more.  Clannish in nature, they will 
not associate except with their own people....the Chinese quarter of the 
city is a by-word for filth and sin. Pagan in religion they know not the virtues 
of honesty, integrity or good faith; and in Court they never scruple to 
commit the most flagrant perjury.8 
  

  There is, here, an especially extreme position taken towards women, who to the 

racist eugenicist present not only the danger of reproduction of the inferior race, but of 

contamination of the superior race. The psychosocial nexus between the menstrual flow 

and contamination by an unclean race is imbricated in this particular racist notion. Klaus 

Theweleit in his book Male Fantasies, traces this connection between metaphors of 

fluidity and the fear of contamination. "The flood," in German early twentieth-century texts, 

"seems to flow from the inside of those from whom the constraint of the old order has 

been removed. Something comes to light that has hitherto been forbidden, buried beneath 

the surface."9 

  Also woven into the narrative of the Tribune text are those mythical characteristics 

so different from the "American" norm, inimical to American values, the supposedly 

introspective, untrustworthy, furtive, and secretive traits of the Chinese race which render 

its members impervious to the rule of law: 

 
They have secret societies among themselves...by whose edicts they are 
governed, and whom they dare not testify against for fear of secret death: 
thus rendering our very laws powerless.10 

  

 Notable, in the passage cited, is the construction of racism by  imputation to the 

Chinese, the discriminated group, " a strong identity, a capacity to mobilize more or less 

 

8 New York Daily Tribune, September 29, 1854, page 4. 
9 Theweleit 231. 
10 New York Daily Tribune, September 29, 1854, page 4. 
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hidden resources, an ability to call on more or less mysterious networks, to identify with 

a unifying principle of itself malevolent". 11  Further, what is represented here is a 

fundamental kind of racism based on the "absolute negation of difference." 12 What Albert 

Memmi describes as a "variant," characterized by a  ideology based on biology, of 

"heterophobia," the rejection of others on the basis of any difference whatsoever.13 In 

other words, heterophobia "presupposes a negative evaluation of all difference" and 

implies an ideal, explicit or not, of "homogeneity."14 In our example, "any of the white 

races," were preferable to the Chinese immigrant, since they "all assimilate...and are 

gradually all fused together in one homogenous mass..."15 

 Heterophobia, or the fear of difference, as Taguieff has argued, is a confused idea, 

for it embraces the fact of the relationship of difference between Self and the Other, and 

the attribute of difference of the Other. In the former the phobia entails a desire to "abolish 

the difference between Us and Them" by either assimilation, or extermination -- just as 

all but occurred with the native American -- of all the representatives of Them. In the 

second case, heterophobia seeks to erase the characteristic of difference by eugenic or 

educational means, or "efface the existence of the Other, (render the Other invisible or 

blind oneself to his existence) by rigorous separation of an apartheid type;" or put the 

Indian on a reservation.16  

 The argument that was being constructed in mid-nineteenth-century America was 

that the Chinese were too different and too numerous to be assimilated. In other words 

 

11 Michel Wieviorka, "L'expansion du racisme populaire" in Face au racisme (tome 2)  sous la direction de 
Pierre-André Taguieff (Paris: Éditions La Découverte, 1991, 1993) 77. In the twentieth-century such racial 
"traits" would be discerned in the "international Jewish conspiracy" and "Islamic fanaticism".  
12 Pierre-André Taguieff, La force du préjugé: Essai sur le racisme et ses doubles (Paris: Éditions La 
Découverte (Gallimard/tel), 1987) 29. 
13 Albert Memmi, Le Racisme (Paris: Gallimard, collection "Idées," 1982) 118. Cited in Taguieff, La force du 
préjugé 29. 
14 Taguieff La force du préjugé 29-30. 
15 New York Daily Tribune September 29, 1854, page 4. 
16 Taguieff La force du préjugé 30. 
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to prevent the Chinese becoming, like the "Negro" and the "Indian,"  an internal Other in 

the United States, deportation and exclusion was the only remedy. 

 To justify the thesis that the Chinese would be numerically overwhelming, statistics 

were misrepresented. But primarily, literary metaphors were invoked to represent the size 

of the potential group of Others. The major trope employed is what I have call the trope 

of inundation. Unwanted immigrants of color everywhere have frequently been described 

as "pouring in," "swamping," "flooding in," as coming in "tides" and "waves."17 In the 

Tribune editorial, the phobia of death by drowning in an alien and unclean fluid is invoked. 

The metaphor alludes to an allied and recurrent image typical of this racist discourse, that 

of the fear of contamination, the terror of being made unclean by the filthy and sick.  

  In Theweleit's study of the construction of the fascist, racist narrative which would 

be concretized in Germany's Nazism, in the 1930s and 1940s, in which the flood is the 

red flood of bolshevism, "a kind of ocean that surges on in waves, inundating and 

engulfing," he isolates the power of the inundation metaphor in a discourse of hate which 

was, of course, quintessentially racist.18  One of the examples Theweleit gives, a text by 

Edwin Erich Dwinger, described Germany's First World War defeat thus: 
 

17 I recall when I was a young child seeing an elaborate racist, anti-black ditty which intimated that black 
people were coming to England to scrounge on the white people's welfare state. I can recall one line clearly: 
"They come here and wash in Tide." There was a play on the word "tide" since "Tide" was, and still is, a 
popular brand of laundry detergent. There was the implication not only that the Other was entering the 
country illicitly at the country's seaboard, and thus uncontrolled and in great numbers, but also that he was 
ignorant of the ways of British society, unused to washing and uninformed as to the difference between 
toilet soap and clothes washing detergent, and thus ultimately inassimilable. Allusions to immigrants 
flooding into dominantly white societies are still currently employed by those who seek to invoke fears. Jean 
Marie Le Pen, perhaps the most notorious of Europe's racist ideologues, deploys repeatedly the inundation 
trope:  in his La France est de retour (Paris: Carrère/Lafon, 1985)  he claims that "we" are being "pushed 
out by a veritable human tide" (page 52; cited in Taguieff Face au Racisme 2, 130); more recently that there 
"is no more integration possible. There is only resistance possible, or sooner or later submersion by 
invasion" (Présent  13-14 November 1989; Taguieff Face au racisme 132) ; and again in his book L'Espoir  
(Paris: Albatros, 1989) which holds out the prospect of a dwindling European population to be "rapidly 
replaced and submerged by foreign populations" (133; Taguieff Face au racisme 133). However, racist 
deployment of the trope of inundation is not restricted to the far right. The "respectable" and very bourgeois 
French Premier Edouard Balladur at the first public meeting of his presidential campaign (February 16, 
1995) claimed, as one the successes of his two-year premiership,  that "immigrant floods were receding"; 
cited in Charlie Hebdo, February 22, 1995 page 7. 
18 Klaus Theweleit, Male Fantasies (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1987) I, 230. 
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The whole world poured out over Germany: Americans and New 
Zealanders, Australians and Englishmen, Portuguese and French. The 
bitterest pill to swallow was the stationing of blacks everywhere by the 
French: Moroccans and Senegalese negroes, Indochinese and Turks. 19 

 

 The non-white Other in racist discourse is often constructed as "dirty". 

Adrian Forty defines dirt as "matter out of place: dirt is the label we attach to what we 

perceive as disorder, a state that is often regarded as threatening."20 In the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries "people in Europe and America began to find dirt more 

alarming and to be increasingly anxious about  cleanliness." 21  In Britain, as Forty 

demonstrates, this enabled the Victorian middle-classes to categorize the working-

classes as "dirty" and thus marked by difference, a difference the Victorians were at pains 

to emphasize in their design and dress.  In America, the Chinese immigrants, who were 

poor and who worked, were the objects of this fascination and aversion with "dirt". 

Christian Enzensberger, defines dirt as "anything that impinges...on the person's 

anxiously guarded autonomy," to the fear of dirt, he find allied people's  fear of decay. 

"They turn away in fright when something at the bottom moves toward the top...also when 

a structure dissolves (or the reverse)." After the dirt of decay, there is the "dirt of the 

mass," and the hatred of "anything that throngs or sprawls, any mass in which they might 

become caught up and irretrievably lost."22 Taguieff in his study of racism has noted the 

recurrence of the image of the rising tide ("le flot") of "inferior elements (degenerate, 

mentally deficient: the biosocial 'waste')" which threatens to submerge all of society.23  

 

19 Edwin Erich Dwinger,  “Die Armee hinter Stacheldraht,” in Deutches Schicksal , Volume 1 (Jena: 
1929) 76. Cited in Theweleit 231. 
20 Adrian Forty, Objects Of Desire: Design and Society since 1750 (London & New York: Thames and 
Hudson, 1986,1992) 157. 
21 Forty 157. 
22 Christian Enzensberger, Grösserer Versuch über den Schmutz [Expanded Essay on Dirt] (Munich, 1968) 
23; cited in Theweleit I, 385.  
23 Taguieff 351. 
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This kind of imagery is frequent in the racist imaginary, especially in the phobia of 

miscegenation, of "mixed blood".  

 Seeking to invoke such fears of dirt and contamination, the New York Daily Tribune, 

depicts a youthful, promising California facing the yellow contagion of "Asiatic hordes" of 

a decadent, decaying, degenerate Celestial Empire just across the sea:   

 
The youngest of Young America next door to the oldest of nations. ... [with] 
the densest population on the globe. They are pouring in upon California. 
Their great companies are shipping them to that region by thousands as 
coolies....Already there are 40,000 there, and the cry is still they come. If 
the tide continues they must yet outnumber whites on the Pacific; and they 
are not like the European immigration to the Atlantic States, for they have 
no sympathy with Americans, whether in religion, habits or language. (My 
italics)24 

 

 That such people, who are so different from, so "unsympathetic" with, Americans 

should be "free" in America is unthinkable for the author of the editorial, for if "free, then 

we have living in the Pacific Empire a people, living in daily violation of the laws of our 

land....[No] two people with distinctly marked and uncongenial characteristics can occupy 

the same territory at the same time on terms of equality. Either there must be sympathy 

enough between them to produce fusion, or the one will be virtually if not nominally the 

master of the other." They would, then, necessarily have to be slaves, but the "horrors of 

the African slave-trade...renewed on the shores of California" is also unthinkable. In other 

words, the Chinese are far too different to be dealt with by the strategy of assimilation, 

too inferior to be treated as equals.25 

 

24 New York Daily Tribune, September 29, 1854, page 4. 
25 The shifting sands, and altered targets, of racist theories are indicated by the relative acceptance of 
Chinese and South-East Asians in America and most European countries today. In France, for instance, 
the relative ease with which immigrants from former French Indochina, usually beneficiaries of a good 
education and often belonging to the middle classes, assimilate, is frequently remarked upon in comparison 
to the "incapacity" or "unwillingness" of Arabs and Africans to assimilate. On the other hand, it is heartening 
to see today French judges of Vietnamese parentage refusing to issue deportation orders against African 
immigrants. 
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 The only option then is "rigorous separation." In answer to the rhetorical question 

"whether a stop shall be put to this sort of immigration, or whether the state shall be 

overwhelmed by this flood of ignorant, filthy idolaters," the editorial responds optimistically 

that the: "prospect seems to be that the exclusive policy will be adopted." Those who 

instigated and produced this editorial -- those same people who voiced of white liberal, 

abolitionist sentiment, yet who also constituted the voice  of racism -- did indeed succeed 

in its project, but not until a barrage of similar ideology-forming texts had done their work.  

 Eleven years after the Tribune  article, and after the military end of the Civil War, 

the New York Times of Sunday, 3 September, 1865, editorialized, with a by now 

naturalized vocabulary, that while the "tide of Chinese emigration to America," might be 

"profitable to the dominant race": 

 
[Nevertheless] we are utterly opposed to...any extensive emigration of 
Chinamen or other Asiatics to any part of the United States. 26 

 

 Furthermore, The Times opines, there are "other points of national well-being to 

be considered beside the sudden development of material wealth," in particular, "the 

moral welfare of the country." This nationalist-racist ideological stance is continued: 
 

The security of free institutions is more important than the enlargement of 
its population. The maintenance of an elevated national character is of 
higher value than mere growth in physical power....with Oriental thoughts 
will necessarily come Oriental social habits... 27 

 

One habit that was of concern to The Times was "the establishment of...polygamy on a 

large scale." Moreover America had enough problems of that sort: 

 
The free institutions and Christian virtues of America have a sufficiency of 
adverse elements to contend with already....We have four millions of 
degraded negroes in the South... and if, in addition...there were to be a 
flood-tide of Chinese population--a population befouled with all the social 

 

26  New York Times, September 3, 1865, page 1. 
27  New York Times, September 3, 1865, page 1. 
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vices...with heathenish souls and heathenish propensities, whose 
character, and habits, and modes of thought are firmly fixed by the 
consolidating influence of ages upon ages [then] -- we should be prepared 
to bid farewell to republicanism and democracy. 28 

 

 Clearly, the racist ideologues were in the dominant position over those who 

advocated capitalist development through the "importation" of cheap Chinese labor; 

metaphors of newspaper discourse were more sonorous than the pragmatism of a 

minority of American capitalists. Over the next century, similar "arguments" against using 

Chinese labor to develop American capitalism would become entrenched in American 

national policy. Indeed, American racist exclusionism became a model for other nation's' 

anti-Chinese exclusion policies. In 1906, Theodore Roosevelt delivered to Congress a 

message justifying his adamant refusal to allow Hawaii to be developed by Chinese labor. 

It  was subsequently cited as a precedent by the incumbent British Prime Minister, Sir 

Henry Campbell-Bannerman, in a speech made during the 1906 British general election 

campaign.29 The issue of the use of Chinese labor in the gold mines of the British 

dominion of South Africa loomed large in the campaign, and was even extended to the 

menace of Chinese labor in Britain itself. The British premier quoted the American 

President as saying:  

 
That territory [Hawaii] has serious commercial and industrial problems to 
reckon with, but no measure of relief can be considered which looks to 
legislation admitting Chinese....A status of servility can never again be 
tolerated on American soil. Hawaii shall never become a territory in which 
a governing class of rich planters exists by means of coolie labor, even if 
the rate of growth of in the territory is thereby rendered slower. That growth 
must only take place by the admission of immigrants fit in the end to be to 
assume the duties and burdens of full American citizenship.30 

 

 Multiple issues vie for critical attention in this text, not least the irony of Hawaii 

being an American colony whose indigenous people had already been dispossessed and 

 

28  New York Times, September 3, 1865, page 1. 
29 The Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury, January 11, 1906, page 8. 
30 The Liverpool Daily Post, January 11, 1906, page 8. 
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enslaved without American qualms. I restrict the argument here  to the professed aversion 

-- expressed so as to invoke of the collective memory of the Civil War -- to a sort of slavery, 

"a status of servility." The specter of slavery is deployed as moral excuse not to admit 

Chinese immigrants at all, and to restrict immigration to the undifferent, to those "fit" to be 

Americans. The "morality" in question lies in the immorality of possessing slaves. 

However, it seems to have been considered quite moral to exclude a whole race from the 

class of "citizen" because of their racial origins.  

 Similarly, it was the "taint of servitude" at which the British Premier claimed to baulk. 

Emanating from  the head of an imperial government that had enslaved millions of people 

of color in dozens of societies around the world, it seems to have been nothing less than  

hypocrisy and political opportunism when he said, "I recall the sentiments of President 

Roosevelt...nothing of the sort can be tolerated in the Dominions of the King (loud 

cheers)."31 Thus,  political expediency, pandering to a racist labor union agenda so as to 

win an election, was privileged over capitalist economic priorities.  

 The production of this naturalizing, racist discourse, the arrival at a way of talking 

about the Chinese that made it seem normal to consider them as unfit "to assume the 

duties and burdens of full American citizenship," as unequal to the white, depended to a 

large extent upon the construction of an exoticized China, whose contemporary inferiority 

stood in contrast to it past glory. China was often portrayed by the press as a barbarous, 

left-over object of curiosity to be deciphered, the Chinese a heathen people to be civilized 

and Christianized.  Americans claimed that through the application of superior, modern 

scientific method they could read China, and dismantle the barriers which kept China 

pagan, and thus uncivilized.  

 The contemporary Orientalizing and Otherizing of the China across the ocean was 

important to the racist construction of the Chinese in America, and to the success of the 

 

31 The Liverpool Daily Post, January 11, 1906, page 8. 
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project of Chinese exclusion. It was the narrative of total Otherness, of total difference, of 

total inferiority, that supplied to Americans, as it did to the British and other imperialist 

powers, the ideological rationale for subjecting China to economic, cultural and territorial 

colonialism, and in the American case provided the means to  pursue the exclusion of 

Chinese people from America, until into the 1960s and beyond.  

 In 1844 the United States became the first nation to demand and obtain extra-

territorial rights for its citizens in China., which meant they were immune from Chinese 

law. Americans thus removed themselves from Chinese jurisdiction. Juridically 

Americans when in China were in America. By the same token, the Chinese were 

excluded in their own country. By the turn of the century so naturalized and legitimate had 

this system of extraterritoriality become that Congress, in 1906, established the United 

States District Court for China.32 

 In 1855, eleven years after America had institutionalized extra-territoriality for its 

citizens, an alleged brief encounter between an American, H.B. Dorrance, M.D. and an 

unnamed Chinese official was the subject of a Graham's Magazine article. The piece is 

entitled A Chinese Gentleman. The mandarin is depicted as exotic, refined, feminine; the 

country he represents portrayed as over-run with helpless starving masses, the life of 

ordinary Chinese depicted as cheap and expendable. No epithet of sympathy is extended. 

 According to Dorrance, the mandarin came on board the clipper and engaged in 

conversation, adumbrating in statistical detail the ruined condition of his country: which 

Dorrance reports to the reader with apparent relish: 
 

...misery and starvation were everywhere abroad in the land Ingenuity was 
taxed to its utmost to devise comfortable modes of suicide, thousands 

 

32 There also existed a "US Postal Agency Shanghai China" which issued stamps surcharged  at double the 
original value of the stamps  and sold in local currency . The stamps were valid for mail dispatched to the 
United States. According to the U.S.P.O. Bulletin  the Shanghai office of the United States Post Office was 
closed in December ,1922. My thanks to Mr Henry D. Blumberg for providing this information. 
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sacrificing themselves daily, and in ways hardly conceivable. In this kind 
of chat, an hour slipped away very pleasantly.33 

  

In contrast to the baseness of these supposedly lemming-like masses, the upper class 

mandarin is fetishized and feminized, his ultimately ineffectual nature foregrounded: 
 

I could not help noticing the beautiful shape of his hands, so small and 
delicate, the fingers tapering so daintily to the longest possible and most 
pearly white nails.34 

 In the same 1854 edition of the New York Daily Tribune which warned of the 

danger of the "flood of ignorant, filthy idolaters," is a review of a book by an American 

philologist, Stephen Pearl Andrews, entitled Discoveries In China: On The Symbolism Of 

The Primitive Character Of The Chinese System Of Writing. The work, described as 

dealing with the "Etymology...of the written characters of that curious language", is 

destined  to gain its author "an eminent rank among explorers in this branch of Philology." 

Andrews is credited with the "solution of the mystery of Chinese writing."35  

 The "discourse of grammars, the discourse of philology," writes Henri Meschonnic, 

"demonstrates that no discourse on...languages, even when it presents itself as scientific, 

and even if it is, escapes from its historicity, from its ideological position."36 The discourse 

which talks of "discoveries" in China, "curious language," "explorers" solving the "mystery 

of Chinese writing,"  is indeed embedded in an ideological position, that of cultural 

colonialism.  It is also a discourse born of modernity, and thus necessarily imbricated with 

the project of capitalism. Indeed, the reviewer of Discoveries in China informs the reader 

of  the "value [of the book's discoveries] to the commercial...world." 

 

33 H.B. Dorrance, M.D., Graham's Magazine 1854, IV, 204. 
34 Dorrance 204. 
35 New York Daily Tribune, September 29, 1854, page 3. 
36 Henri Meschonnic, Critique du rythme: Anthropologie historique du langage (Lagrasse: Verdier, 1982, 
1990)  
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 The Chinese language itself is reified, made into an object of wonder, of 

"mystery," represented as concealed, and thus discoverable, decipherable  by a white 

American scholar, solved like a Chinese puzzle or a board game: 
 

The composition of the characters offers a sort of a puzzle and a charm 
equal to a game or a child's riddle book, so that the work cannot fail to 
attract many readers as an object of amusement... 

 

 Henri Meschonnic has pointed to the ambivalence of the relationship between the 

Self's and the Other's language, how languages are constructed as aesthetically pleasing 

or amusing. Language is at times constructed as a  "lost, paradise-like, distant otherness," 

and an "image of the union between words and things," and at other times it is imagined 

as close, intimate, and at yet other times as "what one owns exclusively, and in which 

one revels with all the means of fantasy." At such times, when it is seen as embodying a 

native, national essence, language acquires a "maternal beauty, incestuous, that the 

Other will never be able to attain nor even understand, the incomprehensible strange."37  

Because of its written characteristics, the Chinese language has been deployed as the 

archetypal linguistic bearer of Otherness: 

 
When China was Europe's subconscious, characters, supposed to contain 
in their little pictures a natural relation with things, had a metaliteral beauty 
that the letter of the Western alphabet did not, and would never have.38  

 But the main attribute of Discoveries of China for the Tribune's nineteenth-century 

reviewer is its deployment as a practical instrument. The book is useful to missionaries 

as a linguistic tool, as an aid in the task of teaching English, the aim of which is "breaking 

down the wall of separation between the Chinese and European and American mind."   

  In fact, nineteenth-century academic Orientalism, rudimentary Sinology, and the 

cult of Chinoiserie (which seems to have continued until this day), functioned to devalorize 

 

37 Henri Meschonnic, La rime et la vie (Lagrasse: Verdier, 1989) 41-42. 
38 Henri Meschonnic, La rime et la vie (Lagrasse: Verdier, 1989) 41-42. 
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contemporary China, by privileging the ancient. It foregrounded the splendor that was 

China, at the expense of the modern and unpleasant reality for which Western imperialist 

and capitalist designs were greatly responsible. 

 Walter Benjamin in a 1938 essay on "Chinese Paintings," observed that 

connoisseurs in the West had condemned in toto the cultural production of the Ming and 

the Qing dynasties, that is artistic production from 1644 to 1911. This "recent" tradition of 

painting was stigmatized as decadent and without value. Only the culture that preceded 

the Ming, that of the Tang (618-907), the Song (960-1279), the Yuan (1271-1368) was 

authentic and valorized. Indeed, I was once told by a British colleague specialized in the 

study of material culture that there was nothing worth studying after the Han. The Han 

dynasty ended  over 1700 years ago.   

* 

 The discourse of racism in America was dominant not only in the organs of the 

elite.  A publication devoted to another marginalized immigrant community, The Irish 

Citizen, was also concerned with the Chinese question. Specifically, the journal espoused 

the promotion of Irish immigration, and advocated the protection of Irish labor. On 9 July 

1870,  resorting to the myth of Chinese inferiority and immorality, it demanded racial rather 

than ethnic discrimination as the foundation of United States immigration policy: 

 
We want white people to enrich the country, not Mongolians to degrade 
and disgrace it. 

  
The term "Mongolians" was frequently used well into the twentieth century as a synonym 

for Chinese, and encompassed on occasion other East Asian and South-East Asians.  

The Irish Citizen's  recommendation with regard to "Mongolians," would be echoed in the 

official policy of the American State five days later. On 14 July, the 1870 Naturalization 

Act was passed excluding Chinese from naturalization as US citizens. It was the same 
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act that finally allowed to Americans of African descent the legal right to citizenship. One 

excluded class was thus juridically replaced by another, the function of one Other 

displaced onto another Other. While the material, and despite the constitutional change 

the legal, reality of the exclusion suffered by African Americans remained, their 

institutional degradation was re-inscribed onto the body of the "Celestial" Other. This act 

of substitution, this institutionalizing of racist ideology, re-empowered the Chinese 

exclusion movement which  was subscribed to by liberal and conservative, capital and 

labor, Anglo and non-Anglo-American, alike.  

 The supposedly liberal Catholic historian, James Gilmary Shea, wrote in the 

American Catholic Quarterly Review of  1879, an article entitled "The Rapid Increase of 

the Dangerous Classes in the United States", demanding that along with "paupers, 

lechers, Mormons, and utopian socialists," the Chinese be ejected from the United States. 

For while Shea admitted that there was crime and vice amongst the Irish community, he 

contended that it was due entirely to poverty, since by nature the Irishman was "pure, 

virtuous and healthy," but as for the Chinaman, his faults were "hereditary." 39 

 Academia made its contribution in the person of Andrew D. White, president of 

Cornell University, who wrote lending his support to Senator Sargent, the prime mover of 

the exclusionist campaign in Congress. The august educator is cited, in the 1877 

congressional record, as admitting to a "deep-seated dread of this influx of Asiatics of a 

type which it seems to me can never form any hopeful element in this nation."  

 In 1882, the Chinese Exclusion Act passed the House of Representatives with 201 

yeas and 37 nays, making it virtually impossible for new Chinese immigrants to enter the 

country. After the 1882 Exclusion Act had been passed, almost every state in the union 

went on to pass anti-miscegenation laws. Despite scientific assertions in the first decade 
 

39 American Catholic Quarterly Review  1879, IV, 240-268. 
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of this century that the idea of racial monohematism, the "blood myth," should be 

abandoned since it was founded on "a primordial identification" between 'race' and 'blood,' 

the blood-race myth,  "a variant of the myth of the pure and the impure," continued to be 

ideologically useful to advocates of monoracial nation states. 40 The mixophobic racist-

eugenicist, Charles Richet, in 1919 would call for "universal and rigid laws preventing 

mixed marriages."41 But even sixty years later as the discourse analysis of the social  

psychologists, Wetherell and Potter, has recently illustrated, both "popular biology, " and 

"lay psychological analyses through which identity is construed and narrated in 'post-

modern' consumer cultures," continue to be prominent among the  discursive resources 

that racism "plunders."42 

 The Chinese Exclusion Act was not finally repealed until 1943. Japanese 

Americans had been interned in concentration camps, and furnished the necessary 

Oriental Other. Moreover, China was now a World War Two ally of the USA. It would have 

been diplomatically embarrassing, and out of kilter with the new anti-Japanese, pro-

Chinese narrative, not to make the gesture of repeal. The new congressional act allowed 

the naturalization of Chinese,  and permitted a quota of 105 immigrants per year. However, 

at the end of World War II, 31 states in America still had anti-miscegenation laws on the 

statute books. It was not until 1948 that the State Supreme Court of California declared 

the ban on interracial marriage unconstitutional, and not until 1967 that the US Supreme 

Court banned anti-miscegenation laws as unconstitutional. 

 Such anti-miscegenation laws were never applied in Britain, nor were there 

immigration laws targeted explicitly at Chinese; although the 1905 and 1914 Aliens Acts 

and the Aliens Restriction Act of 1919 effectively limited any increase in the numbers of 

 

40 Taguieff 343. 
41 Charles Richet, La Sélection humaine (Paris: F. Alcan, 1919), 89; cited in Taguieff, La force du préjugé 
342. 
42 Margaret Wetherell and Jonathan Potter, Mapping the Language of Race: Discourse and the Legitimation 
of Exploitation (New York & Chichester, Essex: Columbia University Press, 1992) 4. 
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the Chinese in Britain. Britain was also the metropolitan center of a "family" of colonies 

and dominions that constituted the Empire. Millions around the globe were subjects of the 

British crown, but they were not, of course, "English." If you did not look English, you were 

not. Even today you may be black and British, but you are not "English." 

 

* 

 

II. THE PLIGHT OF THE HYBRID 

 
"God created the white man and God created the black man, but the devil 
created the mulatto." Therein lies a well-known problem. In reality, we are 
in total ignorance of the moral and intellectual qualities of the métis. It 
would be absurd to expect of the union of a European hooligan with a black 
woman of the same moral level children marching at the forefront of 
humanity. 
 VON LUSCHAN43 

 
We are confronted by a myth of purity/impurity, purity being found in 
distinct and recognizable racial types, impurity being imputed exclusively 
to the mixed type, or rather to this typologically neutral, out-of-play, being, 
the métis.  
 TAGUIEFF44 
 
to be of mixed race 
was a form of disgrace, 
in the hostile climes  
of post war England. 
 
Adolescence - 
brought growing pain, 
and a desperate need  
to feel whole again, 
one personality  
split into three, 
in the hostile climes 
of post war England. 
 T. WILDEBEEST45 

 

43 F. Von Luschan, "La race au point de vue anthropologique," in E. Finch, Mémoires sur le contact des 
races (London: P.S.King and Son, 1911) 26-27. 
44  Taguieff 348. 
45  "Whiteness"  in Once I was a Washing Machine: An Anthology of Poetry and Prose, Introduction by Ken 
Worpole (Brighton: The Federation of Worker Writers & Community Publishers/QueenSpark Books, 1989) 
148. T. Wildebeest is a member of the Manchester-based writing group, Commonword. 
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You think I'm Chinese. While you think I'm English. 
But I have the upper hand. 
I know what you're both thinking. 
  BIG PRAWN46 
  

 

In the 1890s, a Mr. Chan, an orphan in southern China took the money his Catholic 

Chinese aunt gave him to buy and light candles for her, and bought books instead. He 

studied for the Chinese Imperial Examinations. But in 1905 they were abolished. So he 

learnt English, learnt the principles of banking, went to Hong Kong, took and passed the 

relevant examinations and attempted to gain employment in a British bank.  He was 

refused. Such posts were for the white colonial cleric class. He left China in 1909. On the 

ocean liners he acquired another finance-related skill as he sailed from one port of the 

British empire to another. He learned to gamble. It was a capacity that would over his long 

life afford him moments of relative prosperity,  leave him most of the time simply poor, 

and at times almost destitute. He would die  penniless. 

 In 1911, the year the last Chinese imperial dynasty fell, he arrived in the seaport 

of Liverpool, England. In that year the London Magazine reported that compared to San 

Francisco, Liverpool's Chinatown seemed "tame and commonplace." But such an 

impression was deemed deceptive, since "beneath its calm and dingy exterior there stir 

the same dark passions, instincts and racial tendencies which cause this mystic yellow 

people to be so misunderstood, feared and hated."47 

 At about the same time a young Englishwoman, a Miss Ward whose step-father, 

a Greek ship's carpenter had recently died,  settled in Liverpool with her mother and sister 

and two brothers. Their travels, for the whole family had travelled the Mediterranean for 

 

46 Michelle Lacy, Lili Man and Jessie Lim (eds) Exploring Our Chinese Identity  (London: Lambeth Chinese 
Community Association, 1992), 39.  
47 Herman Scheffauer,"The Chinese in England: A Growing National Problem," London Magazine (June, 
1911) Page 466. Preserved in the Public Record Office, Kew, U.K.; reference: HO 45/11843 5009. Also 
cited in Maria Lin Wong, Chinese Liverpudlians (Birkehead: Liver Press, 1989) 65. 
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years, had come to an abrupt halt. She took employment in a tobacconist's near 

Chinatown. It was frequented by Mr. Chan.  

 They had five children. Three boys and two girls. One day Mr. Chan had a big 

gambling win in Chinatown. He rushed home and scooped up his two year old daughter 

and took her out to the candy store. It was a bitterly cold day. She contracted pneumonia. 

A week later she died. The surviving daughter was this author's mother. 

 

* 

 
The Chinese community in Liverpool, England, is perhaps the oldest in Europe and at 

one time was the largest. Many would-be emigrants to America from other parts of Europe 

especially from Ireland, got no further than Liverpool's docks, and settled in the city. There 

were also economic migrants from Scotland and Wales. There were many seamen from 

Scandinavians to Africans who came and went, some stayed. England does not see itself 

as a hybrid nation, but Liverpool, like many ports, is an undeniably hybrid city. It has 

always been a marginalized community, a troublesome town, and, during every British 

Conservative Party administration, a seemingly rebellious and punished city. And yet, one 

would not want to romanticize this city whose bourgeoisie was responsible for mounting 

the African Slave trade, establishing  the "slave triangle," and who amassed enormous 

fortunes. By the time the trade was abolished Liverpool was established as an important 

international port, serving the Americas and the Empire. The patchwork working class of 

Liverpool also has an unusual history, totally dissimilar to the radical and legendary 
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prowess of, say, the South Wales coalfields. Irish politics was more important than 

English until well into the mid- twentieth century.48 

 Around the middle of the nineteenth century a Chinese community developed in 

the city. Many of the Chinese residents were seafarers and the numbers varied from 

decade to decade. During the 1940s Liverpool was the home of the Chinese Merchant 

Seamen's Pool. Thousands died at sea to keep the Allied nations fed and armed. The 

Japanese occupation of China's major ports during World War II prevented many of them 

returning home, and so many were literally trapped in Liverpool. Despite their contribution 

to the "war effort" Chinese sailors were maltreated and severely underpaid by British 

shipping companies:  

Approximately 5,000 Chinese seamen were employed on British-
registered ships, most of them by...Blue Funnel, Ben Line and Shell....[a 
number] doubled after the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong, early in 
1942....Like Indian seamen, the Chinese also had to resort to strikes to 
secure wage increases that were awarded to Europeans without a struggle. 
The Chinese, however, were in a far stronger position than the Indians 
because soon after Japan's entry into the war the ports from which 
Chinese had been recruited -- Hong Kong, Singapore and Shanghai -- 
were closed and it was no longer possible to send dissidents home.49 

Many Chinese refused to serve, but were marshaled into service by the British and 

American authorities. As Tony Lane has written in his study of the wartime merchant 

seamen, contrary to British government propagated the myth of class and colonial 

solidarity "social relations in Britain were in general no more harmonious than they had 

 

48 "Any neat formula that reduces political aspiration and affiliation to class alone, especially in the context 
of a working class that encompasses many ethnic groups, should be rejected. One quarter of  Liverpool's 
population was Irish or of Irish descent and had considered Irish independence and self-determination to 
be a decisive political issue. Appeals to class solidarity and class allegiance had no meaning unless "class" 
meant something other than the concerns of the English working class....Indeed, until  1929 the North End 
of the city elected an Irish Nationalist as their member of parliament...."  Sam Davies, Pete Gill. Linda Grant , 
Martyn Nightingale, Ron Noon, and Andy Shallice Genuinely Seeking Work: Mass Unemployment on 
Merseyside in the 1930s (BIrkehead: Liver Press, 1992) 148-150. 
49Tony Lane, The Merchant Seamen's War (Liverpool: The Bluecoat Press, 1990) 162. 
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been before, and ... the longer the war continued, the more divided Britain became. The 

same divisions applied on ships crewed by Indians and Chinese. Without suggesting that 

the strikes and mass desertions on these ships can be construed as vanguards of 

nationalist movements, there was certainly no indication of the filial loyalty so often 

prominent in imperial rhetoric." 50 

 Apart from the war years the Chinese community remained small and rarely moved 

above three figures until the 1950s. There were few Chinese women. Thus Chinese men 

found themselves in a situation similar to their compatriots in California, except that in 

Britain there were no anti-miscegenation laws. Thus, the interesting feature of the 

Chinatown community was that from the beginning it was racially mixed, Chinese men 

married local white women. 

 British anti-Chinese, racist discourse followed a similar pattern to America's from 

the "Yellow Peril" propaganda of the mid-nineteenth century onwards. Again the 

implications of cheap labour were seen as a menace to the white working class both “at 

home” in Britain and in the Colonies and Dominions. And yet the dominant class of Britain, 

also the dominant class of the British Empire, was torn between a more pragmatic and 

economistic view, and a concern for the preservation and reproduction of English, and 

thus white, “values.” In 1877, an editorial in The Times  eulogized the benefits of cheap, 

Chinese labour, noting that "when white men make exorbitant demands for wages, when 

they begin striking and giving trouble in a thousand ways, the employer of labour may be 

glad he is not absolutely dependent on them, and that he has at hand a more docile race 

of beings, who can be satisfied on more easy terms, and who will be less forgetful of the 

relation in which they stand to him...." However, the editorialist, who was in fact 

 

50Lane 8-9. 
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commenting on Australian state governmental initiatives to exclude Chinese laborers, in 

favour of English (white) workers, qualified his remarks with a refusal “to believe that white 

labour is not, for the vast majority of purposes, superior to what is termed yellow labour, 

or that it would not in itself be very much preferred by the employer.”51 But the overall 

tone of the editorial draws on a now familiar anti-Chinese discourse and presages the 

White Australia policy. Capital’s desire for the immediate benefits of cheap imported 

labour, are ultimately subsumed under the long-term need to ensure the stability of the 

metropolitan capitalist state, and emergent capitalist states, by avoiding confrontation with 

the white majority workforce. To that end, the “logic” of racial superiority is once again 

invoked: 

 
In Australian and California alike it is thought not desirable that 
the country should be deluged with these questionable visitors, 
to the exclusion pro tanto of the superior races of men who 
are assumed to be its lords and masters. We value [the 
Australian Colonies]...as the homes of men our own 
race...and as likely in the distant future to grow up to a 
greatness equal to our own....It would sadly interfere with this 
agreeable vision if Australia were really destined to be 
peopled, not with English, but with Chinese settlers, if the 
abominations of a Chinese quarter are to be found 
everywhere, and if white labour is to be driven out before the 
advancing steps of its rivals.52 

  

 

 In England itself, white organized labor once again revealed its parochialism, the 

bounds of its progressive pretensions, and the Eurocentric nature of its professed ideals 

of international working men's fraternity. In 1902 the annual assembly of the Trade Union 

Congress was told in emotive language that "the Asiatic locust is dreaded in America, 

 

51 The Times, August 25, 1877. Page 9. Also cited in part in Wong 60. 
52 The Times, 25 August 1877,  page 9. 
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and is an evil in Canada." Again, the pagan and thus "uncivilized" nature of the Chinese, 

and the enormous proportions of the potential threat, is suggested by the use of the 

Biblical echoes of the "horde of locusts." The omnivorous "horde" is named in the union 

leaders' attempt to convey the extent of the evil, an evil that could only be imagined by 

envisaging "what it would mean to the workmen of this country to have a horde of 

Chinamen introduced to take their place."53 In addition to its Biblical connotations, the 

suitably "Mongolian" connotations of the word horde made it a privileged item in the racist 

discourse which sought to inflate the real extent of immigrant numbers, and emphasize 

their alterity. 

 During the 1906 parliamentary general election campaign, the threat of cheap 

Chinese labour was again exploited. On this occasion, those seeking to profit from the 

"menace" were adherents of the supposedly socialist, British Labour Party; a party which 

was a creation of the union movement. Chinese labor had been brought to work in the 

Transvaal in British South Africa. The labor union leader, Labour Party candidate in 

Liverpool, and local government Councillor, James Sexton, was a particularly vehement 

anti-Chinese campaigner, who seems consciously to have deployed the discourse of 

racism to consolidate exclusively white working class solidarity54 So as to create publicity, 

and exploit the potential of unemployed workers' fears of unemployment,  Sexton paraded 

through the streets of Liverpool 50 dockers dressed up as "Chinamen".55 The Liverpool 

newspaper, the Weekly Courier in December 1906 carried column after column of reports 

 

53 Report of the Proceedings at the 35th Annual Trades Union Congress, 1902, 53-54; cited in Wong 60. 
54 Sexton was a Liverpool Irish docker who became secretary of the Liverpool Dockers (National Union of 
Dock Laborers), formed in 1889. Sexton had earlier been an Irish Nationalist, but became a founding 
member of the Independent Labour Party in 1893. See Henry Pelling, The Origins of the Labour Party 
(London and New York: Oxford University Press, 1965) 199. According to one chronicler of Labour Party 
history, Sexton was one of the pioneers who "took up the fight, always putting before their audiences 
something that was more than just an economic creed--that was a new faith, a vision of a new world." See 
Francis Williams, foreword by Clement Atlee, Fifty Years March: The Rise of the Labour Party (London: 
Odhams Press Limited, n.d.) 104. 
55 Report of the Proceedings at the 35th Annual Trades Union Congress, 1902, 53-54; cited in Maria Wong, 
Chinese Liverpudlians (Birkenhead: Liver Press, 1989) 60. 
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and rumors relating to the local "Yellow Peril" and popular reaction to it.  The headlines 

read: 

 
A YELLOW PERIL 

PUBLIC INDIGNATION INCREASING 
 

The paper reported James Sexton at a Gasworks' Union meeting advising "Liverpool 

workmen of all grades to commence to organize" to face a "great crisis" which "was 

stealing upon them like a thief in the night." Sexton told the union gathering that within 

the "past five or ten years, while they had been asleep, a Chinese colony had been 

formed." In the guise of a man of who had seen the world, Sexton recalled seeing in his 

youth "the horribly gruesome scenes enacted in San Francisco." Seeking to dispel any 

suspected incongruity between his attitudes and his socialist, syndicalist beliefs, Sexton 

claimed that he "did not wish to deny the brotherhood of men," but: 
 
[T]he Chinese did not understand the brotherhood of men, they were 
strangers to it as in the sense of the word they were not men. (Hear, hear.) 
"A Chinaman's morals are beastly....He comes here like an international 
octopus, spreading its tentacles everywhere, and he undermines and 
corrupts the morals, and pulls down the wages of the English people. 
(Shame.)56 

  

The Head Constable of Liverpool's police force in December, 1906 had reported only 356 

Chinese people in the city, "of whom about 224 were resident and 132 transient."57 The 

numbers involved were always nugatory. The Weekly Courier the previous week had 

noted the outraged reaction of Liverpool white laundry owners to news that the 

 

56 Weekly  Courier, December 8, 1906, page 7. 
57 Report of the Commission Appointed by the City Council to Inquire into Chinese Settlements in Liverpool 
in the  Proceedings of the Council, 1906-1907, page 1748. The figure for March had been 337, as against 
356 in December, which fact leads the report to conclude that the Chinese population had "increased 
considerably during the nine months succeeding March." Nevertheless, the report concedes: "It is possible 
that some of the Chinamen may have been born in Hong Kong and so be British subjects." 
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Immigration Board had allowed 32 Chinese to come to Liverpool from the Port of London, 

and in the same edition produced an exoticizied, and exoticizing, racist editorial on the 

city's Chinatown: 

 
Purple shadows blur the outlines of the old houses and veil the few 
sauntering figures...Suddenly out of the dusk loom strange figures, moving 
with impassive eyes, set aslant in Saffron, mask-like faces, at the 
incongruous surroundings...The street is part of Liverpool's 
Chinatown...and all around prowl and patrol the children of the mysterious 
East.58 

 

This exoticicized construction of Chinese "difference" would be easily redeployed in the 

more viciously negative, and racist "Yellow Peril" discourse produced in, and promoted 

by,  middlebrow fiction. In 1913 Sax Rohmer published the first in a series of novels 

focused on Dr. Fu-Manchu, "the most evil genius of the Orient," 59 In addition to the 

lucrative book royalties, Rohmer would eventually sell the film, television and radio rights 

to the stories for 1,500,000 pounds.60 The Mystery of Dr. Fu-Manchu tells the story of  the 

pursuit of  the Chinese "agent" by the very English Nayland Smith, "a servant of the British 

Government, lately stationed in Burma," and his Watson-like amanuensis, Dr. Petrie. 61  

 Fu-Manchu is the undercover agent of a plot conceived by an "Eastern Power," 

China, to over-run the Western world. Fu-Manchu has at his disposal "all the resources 

of science past and present."62 The "past" naturally denotes Oriental knowledge, the 

secrets of the ancient, mysterious East, while the "present" encompasses the techniques 

 

58 Weekly Courier December 1, 1906, page 3. 
59  Sax Rohmer,  The Mystery of Dr. Fu-Manchu (1913;   England: Chivers Press , 1992).  The description 
of Fu-Manchu  as "evil genius of the Orient" is given  in the blurb on the dust jacket newly designed for the 
1992 Black Dagger Crime series reprint of  the book published by Chivers Press in England. The blurb also 
states that the book is not merely recommended by the Crime Writers' Association, but that  the Black 
Dagger Crime series is the result of a "joint effort" by the publishers and the Association to introduce 
"outstanding examples of detective"  fiction , "classics that have been scarce for years...to a new generation 
who have not previously had the chance to enjoy them." 
6048 Granville Wilson, preface, The Mystery of Dr. Fu-Manchu ( 1992)  vi. 
61 Rohmer  18. 
62 Rohmer 18-19. 
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of Western modernity. The murderous Fu-Manchu is responsible for the deaths of high 

functionaries of the French and British imperial governments, men who know "the secret 

of  Tongking," "the truth about Mongolia," the importance of the Tibetan frontiers, which 

were also the frontiers of the British Raj.63  These men of vision, now assassinated, were 

to have alerted the West to the menace posed by China's masses and their leaders. The 

material and political situation in which semi-colonized China found itself in 1913 should 

be recalled. The Chinese Revolution of 1911 had overthrown the Manchu imperial order, 

but the country and its government were weak and fragmented, and under the economic 

and political domination of Western governments and corporations. Nevertheless, at a 

moment when China had never been more disempowered,  let alone capable of posing 

a threat to the Western world, Rohmer constructs a racist discourse reliant on fear of the 

"Oriental" and his furtive and cunning campaign to attain world dominance: 
 
Is there a man who would arouse the West to a sense of  the awakening 
of the East, who would teach the deaf to hear, the blind to see, that the 
millions only await their leader? He will die. And this is only one phase of 
the devilish campaign. The others I can merely surmise.64 

 Fu-Manchu is a consciously constructed composite of the stereotypical traits 

generally reproduced in anti-Chinese racist discourse. The character has animal instincts 

revealed in his "feline" appearance and "cat-green" eyes. His eyes are described as 

"magnetic," the instrument of mysterious, unnatural, ancient powers, for Fu-Manchu is 

"adept in certain obscure arts and sciences which no university of today can teach." Fu-

Manchu is not simply ungodly,  with "a face like Satan," he has been put on earth by the 

"powers of evil."65 "Oriental" cunning is a trait that the discourse of anti-Chinese racism 

always ascribes to Chinese people, and the "perverted genius" of Dr. Fu Manchu is 

invested with "the cruel cunning of an entire race." 66  "He is the advance agent of a 

 

63 Rohmer 19. 
64 Rohmer 19. 
65 Rohmer  19; 40. 
66 Rohmer 19. 
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movement so epoch-making than not one Britisher, and not one American, in fifty 

thousand has ever dreamed of it."67 

 Since these agents of the British authorities "are dealing with a Chinaman, with 

incarnate essence of Eastern subtlety,"  appropriate deviousness is required to catch Fu-

Manchu: "guile against guile!"68  A covert operation is organized, and disguised as "Dago" 

seamen, the British agents attempt to infiltrate Chinatown to uncover the "Chinese devil 

hiding somewhere in London." 69 

 The sections of dialogue in the book are employed to supposedly mimic and 

expose the Otherness of Chinatown's inhabitants. In Chapter Six, "The Opium Den," 

Smith and Dr. Petrie disguised as seamen enter a barber's shop which is the front for an 

'opium den." In describing the physical surroundings the standard allusions are made to 

dirt and decay (the "dirty room," the "grimy towel", "decayed teeth") and to "foreignness" 

by reference to language (a "Yiddish" poster, establishing an association with another 

marginalized group in Europe and the Chinese writing the quintessential barely 

decipherable sign of Chinese difference and "mystery"). The Chinese man's speech is 

referred to as chattering, a clear reference to the racist notion that the Chinese resemble 

apes, and for good measure the adjective "simian"  (pertaining to anthropoid apes) is 

employed, and the Chinese man's hand referred to as an animal-like "yellow paw": 

 
 We stood in a bare and very dirty room, which could only claim 
kinship with a civilized shaving saloon by virtue of the grimy towel thrown 
across the back of the solitary chair. A Yiddish theatrical bill of some kind, 
illustrated, adorned one of the walls, and another bill, in what may have 
been Chinese, completed the decorations. From behind a curtain heavily 
brocaded with filth a little Chinaman appeared, dressed in a loose smock, 
black trousers, and thick-soled slippers , and advancing , shook his head 
vigorously. 
 'No shavee--no shavee,' he chattered, simian fashion, squinting 
from one to the other of us with his twinkling eyes. 'Too late! Shuttee shop!' 

 

67 Rohmer 40. 
68 Rohmer 37. 
69 Rohmer 37. 
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 'Don't you come none of it wi' me!' roared Smith, in a voice of 
amazing gruffness, and shook an artificially dirtied fist under the 
Chinaman's nose. 'Get inside and gimme an' my mate a couple o' pipes. 
Smokee pipe, you yellow scum--savvy?' 
 My friend bent forward and glared into the other's eyes with a 
vindictiveness that amazed me, unfamiliar as I was with this form of gentle 
persuasion. 
 'Kop 'old 'o that,' he said, and thrust a coin into the Chinaman's 
yellow paw.... 
 'No habe got pipee--'began the other. 
 Smith raised his fist, and Yan  [the Chinese barber]capitulated. 
 'Allee lightee,' he said. 'Full up--noloom. You come see. 
 He dived behind the dirty curtain, Smith and I following, and ran 
up a dark stair... 
 'No loom --samme tella you,' said Shen Yan, complacently testing 
Smith's shilling with his yellow, decayed teeth.70 

 

 In both Rohmer's representation of London's Chinatown, Limehouse, and in the 

journalistic descriptions of Liverpool's Pitt Street, Chinatown in the r The Weekly Courier, 

archetypal "truths" of the discourse of racism are produced and reproduced. First, it is 

accepted as self evident that "people can be divided into biologically distinct types." 

Secondly, it is a given that each 'race' possesses physical characteristics, and 

psychological and cultural traits "which are also biologically transmitted;" and thirdly, it is 

held that a hierarchy of races from more advanced to less advanced can be constructed.71  

These ideas occur repeatedly. In the British and American texts in which the anti-Chinese 

discourse of racism is produced the lack of adherence to Christianity is particularly 

foregrounded as an attribute of difference and racial inferiority. Of course, it was not 

just the Chinese who were thus imagined. Other "Orientals" were also constructed in 

similar terms. An entry in the 1910 Encyclopedia Britannica describes the Arab as "the 

degenerate offspring of a race which only from its history and past records can claim any 

title to respect. Cringing, venal, avaricious, dishonest, the Arab combines all the faults of 

a vicious nature with those which a degraded religion inculcates or encourages."72 

 

70 Rohmer 42-43. 
71 Wetherell and Potter 16-17. 
72Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th Edition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1910) Volume 3, 765. 
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 A further, and perhaps the most potent, fear discursively promoted and 

manipulated by racist ideology, is mixophobia. The pages of the Courier of December 

1906 propagate that distinctive discourse which foregrounds the mixophobia generated 

by the contemplation of the hybrid, the "half-caste," the "half-breed." Again, economic 

concerns are secondary to those of maintaining the integrity of the national body, for while 

the presence of a few hundred Chinese in the third largest city in Britain meant for the 

Courier that the "conditions of labour for our own people are made more difficult," "yet 

graver," was the danger of the race "becoming tainted with Chinese blood." Under the 

heading "TAINTING THE RACE" the reader is told: 
 
Many Chinamen have married English women and more live with women 
without having passed through any ceremony. The result of such unions 
is found  in the swarms of half-bred children to be seen in the district. This 
is the worst feature of Chinatown, and it is becoming everyday more 
prominent. It is not only degraded women who mate with these men.73 

  The allusion to impurity in this invective is common to racist discourse from the 

late nineteenth century onwards. As Taguieff discovered in his study of racist theories, in 

argumentation that emanates from racist eugenicists there is a combination of images: 

that of the 'stain' or 'taint,' representing "impurity, dirtiness, split identity," and that of the 

'defect,' associated with "inferiority, weakness, the subhuman."74 For Gustave Le Bon, 

who afforded the aura of respectable science to the deployment of such biological myths, 

the racially mixed "constitutes a population very inferior to the products from which it is 

derived, and which is completely incapable of creating, or even continuing a civilization," 

although "crossbreeding can be a progressive element between superiors races which 

are close enough, as is the case with the English and the Germans in America."75  

 

73 Weekly Courier December 8, 1906, page 7 

74  Taguieff 352. 
75 Gustave Le Bon, Lois psychologiques de l'évolution des peuple (Paris: F. Alcan, 1894) 59; cited in 
Taguieff La force du préjugé  340. 
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 It is the "tainting" of blood, blood which is supposed to be of a specific quality, and 

through which "we" assure reproduction, that seems to inspire fear and hate. Those who 

advocated a prohibition on racial mixing believed that what was valuable in a race resided 

in the purity of its blood, and since different qualities of blood flowed in the veins of 

superior and inferior races, racial mixing or crossbreeding  necessarily resulted in a 

mixing of blood. Procreation operated like a blood transfusion.  

 Procreation was the tangible embodiment of mixing that was latent in the mere 

presence of the Other, the foreign body on, or indeed in the national body of the collective 

Self. Indeed, the corporeal metaphor was extended with the construction of the 

immigration of racially undesirable foreigners, as a "massive ethnic blood transfusion."76 

Thus, the articulation of the fear instilled by the hybrid individual is a lower order utterance 

belonging to a metalanguage of racism which determines the influx of immigration as a 

contamination of the purity of the "indigenous" race's blood, by the impure, the inferior. 

Worse still for the mixophobic racist, since each race is supposed to correspond to a 

human type presumed to be stable, racial mixing produces instability, which politically 

could lead to "anarchic" behavior and mentally to madness.77 

 Here, Enzenberger's Essay on Dirt, can be usefully invoked. Enzenberger 

observes that "people regard anything that is only ambiguously part of themselves as 

unclean. By analogy, they are disgusted at the prospect of contamination, heterogeneity." 

In the face of such contamination they become afraid of "being harmed by a process of 

amalgamation, insertion, addition, extraction, seepage, or infiltration," which is why 

"people so often name in between states when asked for examples of dirt. This is also 

probably also the basis for the indelible connection between dirt and the primary type of 

commingling: sex."78 

 

76 Taguieff 340-341. 
77 Taguieff, 340-341. 
78 Cited in Theweleit. 
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 While legally no steps were taken to ban the mixed marriages in Britain, they were 

still ideologically constructed in written texts as an abhorrence, especially, just as in 

America, by the agents of organized, establishment Christianity which in addition to the 

usual metaphors associated with racist discourse, refer to  "the primary type of 

commingling," sexual union between two races, as an "evil."  

 Echoing the sentiments of the American Catholic Quarterly Review of fifty-five 

years before, the Church of England's Liverpool Diocesan Review  in the mid 1930s 

apparently welcomed scientific racist contributions. But this organ of the English church 

establishment far from calling for measures favoring the immigration of the Irish,  called 

once again for  "rigorous separation" of the Irish, on the grounds of insurmountable racial 

differences. In a series of three articles the academic, G. R. Gair, F.R.A.I., M.S.A.S.*, 

"editor of the Scottish Anthropological Society," addressed "The Irish Immigration 

Question." 79  In his article, Gair makes the "scientific" claim that while most of the 

inhabitants of the British Isles belong to the "tall, stolid, phlegmatic northern race," the 

"Nordic race," in the "western part of the British Isles we have a branch of the 

Mediterranean race." Consequently, "there is a marked distinction in mental outlook and 

culture."  As is often the case with such articles seeking to propagate racist ideology the 

argument swiftly moves from a deployment of  "common sense" attitudes to extremist 

allegations of difference in terms of inferiority, criminality, the risk of contagion from a 

sickly people, and even the greater incidence of madness to be found in the race in 

question. In this instance, the Irish are said to "possess a higher ratio of criminals than 

the natives;" "possibly also to inherent racial reasons, it is also an ascertained fact that 

the Irish are more subject to certain diseases than the Nordics;" and "insanity, and other 

undesirable features, are greatest...in those classes in which the Irish form the greater 

 

* Fellow of the Royal Anthropological Society,  Member of the Scottish Anthropological Society. 
79 The Liverpool Review Vol IX, Nos.1-3 (January-March 1934). 
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section of the population."  Once again the immigration and segregation policies of the 

United States of America are held up as a model for emulation: 
 
The United States, seeing her institutions likely to crumble before this 
menace, and with the glaring of the deleterious effects of "wops" "dagoes" 
and Irish, in her lower orders, has with admirable courage, closed the 
doors and adopted a policy which aims at the maintenance of the Nordic 
race-type.80  

  

Once more, the ideologically racist roots of this discourse are demonstrated by an 

insistence on purely racist considerations coming before capitalist imperatives, for while 

unlike the United States, Britain had "made little or no attempt to maintain the purity of 

her racial type," what "little legislation" that had been enacted was "intended for economic 

rather than for eugenic or ethnic reasons." So while economic arguments  for exclusion 

are employed, for instance "the aggravation of unemployment among our own people," 

of greater concern is the prospect of contamination of racial purity: "the propagation of a 

strongly tainted blood stream."81 

 The results of penetration by this "alien Mediterranean race" would be the "total 

collapse of Britain as a world and imperial power: and perhaps with it, who knows? 

civilization," and, it is claimed, this  conclusion is based on scientific observation of the 

"disastrous nature of this hybridization in our midst in Merseyside."82 

 The writer recommends segregation as "the only solution." If the Nordic British 

were to have "the courage and the clear-sightedness of the Americans and introduce 

some race legislation," then it might not be too late to save "the heart of the one Empire 

that can be of real world-service for humanity free from a cancerous decay, which would 

otherwise shatter irretrievably its solidarity and virility." Once more the Other, here the 

 

80 Gair, The Liverpool Review Vol IX, No.3 (March 1934) 13. 
81 Gair, The Liverpool Review Vol IX, No.3 (March 1934) 88. 
82 Gair, The Liverpool Review Vol IX, No.2 (February 1934) 49. 
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Irish, is represented as an alien and dangerous sickness, a cancer, which impinges upon 

the integrity and manliness of the national body. 

 Such ideas were not confined to local magazines, but were held by most eminent 

scientists. R. M. Yerkes, Professor of Psychology at Harvard and president of the 

American Psychological Association claimed "the possibility of racial admixture here in 

America ... is infinitely worse than that faced by any European country for we are 

incorporating the Negro into our racial stock." 83 Henry F. Osborne, president of the 

American Museum of Natural History and "one of America's most eminent and prestigious 

paleontologists" wrote that "the northern races invaded the countries to the south...as 

contributors of strong moral and intellectual elements to a more or less decadent 

society....Columbus , from his portraits and from busts, whether authentic or not, was 

clearly of Nordic ancestry."84 In 1935, the year following the publication of Gair's 

article in Liverpool, the year in which this author's own "Eurasian" mother was eleven 

years old, an Anglican minister, the Reverend Bates, the local Church of England parish 

priest, wrote in the same Liverpool Diocesan Review, of his concerns about  "half-caste" 

unions with whites.85 Bates was the vicar of St. Michael's church, and a "specialist in 

ethnology" since his work brought him into "daily contact with Chinese, Africans, 

Egyptians, Arabs, Spaniards, Germans, and Portuguese."  Why should the anthropologist 

"proceed to Polynesia for field work" when  "the Liverpool tram for one penny will take 

you" into the "midst of a babel of tongues, where every other child has the curly hair of 

the negro, or the wide slanting eyes of the East."   

 

83  Cited in R. C. Lewontin, The Doctrine of DNA: Biology as Ideology (London: Penguin, 1993) 26. 
Professor Lewontin's excellent and accessible book thoroughly and meticulously demystifies past and 
present myths of biological determinism. 
84 Lewontin 26-27. 
85 The Liverpool Diocesan Review [formerly The Liverpool Review] Vol. X, No. 8 (August 1935), 589. 
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 "Naturally the question of mixed marriages, and illicit unions is very much to the 

fore in a quarter like this."86 Of specific concern are the products of the se "unions," those 

who find themselves in what Enzenberger termed "in between states." The reverend 

expressed this concern for the spiritual and mental state of the offspring in a prose 

grounded in racist and Orientalist ideologies: 
 

The children...speak English, but their mode of thought is Eastern. Their 
real ego is wrapped in an impenetrable silence, and whilst lips speak, the 
face is a mask, so different from the spontaneous frankness so delightful 
in English children.87 

 

The vicar reminds the diocesan readers that these masked, and thus unknowable, 

children are not  English -- although they were legally British -- since their "yellow masks" 

exclude them. "Racial difficulties," the reverend Bates continues, "develop at the marriage 

age": 

 
 'If only God had made me white' is the bitter cry of the half-caste girl in 
love with a decent white man. 

  

The white man is necessarily decent, for he is white. The half-caste, is only half-decent, 

is in an in-between state. The reader of the official publication in which Bates was writing 

had the previous year already  been instructed in the evils of hybridity: 

 
It is a notorious fact that really hybrid peoples are incapable of 
stability...The reason is not far to seek. Remember that this, after all, is a 
biological question, and one only capable of solution in accordance with 
the known laws of science...mix two races and there is bound to be a falling 
apart, a crumbling of the national edifice, and just because the iron and 
clay will not amalgamate. The Eurasian, in his physical aspect alone, 
provides (even when social disabilities are discounted) an example of the 
evils arising from racial promiscuity. It is therefore clear that relative purity 
is something to be desired...88 

 

 

86 The Liverpool Diocesan Review [formerly The Liverpool Review] Vol. X, No. 8 (August 1935), 589. 
87 The Liverpool Diocesan Review [formerly The Liverpool Review] Vol. X, No. 8 (August 1935), 
590. 
88 G. R. Gair, The Liverpool Review Vol IX, No.1 (January 1934) 12. 
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Here, "ugliness,'" the highly visible alterity, of the "Eurasian," is deployed to reinforce the 

notoriety of hybridity, and the "evils" of "in-betweenness."  

 Many of the white women that Chinese men married were often poor, and many, 

indeed, were ethnically Irish. Often family reactions were hostile. In Chinatown women's 

stories collected by Maria Wong, one Chinese-Liverpudlian woman recounts the story of 

her childhood experience of rejection by her white grandparents: 
 
My mum took me to [meet] my grandfather and he said "What are you 
doing, bringing your shame over here?" And I knew he wasn't referring to 
my mum, he was referring to me...I must have been very small, just started 
school. And I kept saying...'Mum what's a shame?'89 

 In America, in 1922, Congress passed the Cable Act removing from a woman her 

citizenship if she married an alien Chinese, Korean or Japanese. In Britain the 

immigration laws were just as severe. A woman forfeited her citizenship for marrying  a 

foreigner and was required to register as an alien in her own country. This legal fiction 

aimed to resolve the problem of hybridity by means of a legal instrument, by Act of 

Parliament.. British women who married Chinese, were no longer British. They had been 

"unEnglish." They were excised from the national body, and the body was thus saved 

from contamination.  

While racist myths and practices may have been dominant, there always have been those 

who gave the lie to the fable of English racial purity.  In 1701, many years before the 

advent of scientific racism, and before his creation of Crusoe and Man Friday,  Daniel 

Defoe had satirized in his poem The True-Born Englishman the notion of English 

superiority derived from the purity of their blood, by foregrounding England’s hybrid 

attributes: 
 
While ev’ry nation that her powers reduced, 
Their languages and manners introduced; 
From whose mix’d relics our compounded breed, 
By spurious generation does succeed; 

 

89 Maria Lin Wong, Chinese Liverpudlians (Birkenhead: Liver Press, 1989) 71. 
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Making a race uncertain and uneven, 
Derived from all the nations under heaven. 
 
The Romans first with Julius Caesar came, 
Including all the Nations of that Name, 
Gauls, Greeks, and Lombards; and by computation, 
Auxiliaries or slaves of ev'ry Nation, 
With Hengist, Saxons; Danes with Sueno came, 
In search of Plunder, not in search of Fame 
Scots, Picts and Irish from th'Hibernian Shore: 
And Conqu'ring William brought the Normans o'er. 
  
All these their barb'rous offspring left behind, 
the dregs of armies, they of all mankind; 
Blended with Britains who before were here, 
Of whom the Welsh ha' blest the Character. 
 
................................................................... 
Thus from a mixture of all kinds began, 
That heterogeneous thing, an Englishman90 
 

 

 

 After World War Two, Liverpool's Chinatown shrank, and new Chinese immigrants 

to Britain settled in other major cities like London and Manchester. Both Chinese men 

and women came, but mainly from Hong Kong. Individuals intermarried much less 

frequently, and yet the problems of  racism and cultural hybridity remained. 

* 

 

III. CHINA MAN ANGELS, AMERICAN MONKEY KINGS 

 
For I am the sworn poet of every dauntless rebel the world over, 
And he going with me leaves peace and routine behind him 
 WALT WHITMAN, 'To a Foil'd European Revolutionaire' 
 
The society of comrades. That was the American revolutionary dream  to 
which Whitman contributed so powerfully; a dream broken and betrayed 
long before that of Soviet society's. 
 GILLES DELEUZE91 

 

90 Daniel Defoe, The Novels and Miscellaneous Works of Dabiel Defoe, Volume V, (London: George Bell & Sons, 
1891) 435, 441. 
91 Critique et Clinique (Paris: Les Éditions du Minuit, 1993)  80. 
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The Monkey is the sign of the inventor, the improviser, and the 
motivator....No challenge will be too great for him.....On the negative side 
the Monkey has an inborn superiority complex. He doesn't have enough 
respect for others. 
         THEODORA LAU92 

 

The English "chop suey," is derived from the Cantonese shap sui "odds and ends," in 

northern Chinese: zá suì, literally "mixed bits."  What that definition does not reveal is that 

chop suey is as American as the hamburger. Chop suey is an invention of Chinese in 

America, and an oddity to visitors from China in search of "authentic" Chinese food. Chop 

suey is a hybrid dish. Non-Chinese think it's Chinese. The Chinese outside America thinks 

it's American. It is neither one thing nor the other. It is hybrid. Hybridity can be 

uncomfortable for the authentic. The Self is under attack. How can you Otherize the hybrid 

when you are contained within it. The lack of purity, the lack of authenticity, the "in-

between state" can disturb, or be made to disturb, profoundly.  

 Parallel to, and laid over, racial hybridity is cultural hybridity. Maxine Hong 

Kingston's monkey directly addresses such questions. Her monkey is the Chinese 

monkey of the "classic" Chinese novel Journey to the West, and, more generally and 

democratically, of popular legend. But the Monkey is also an American monkey. Monkey 

refuses to be suppressed, Monkey will not be denied what others have. Rebellious, 

subversive Monkey, Monkey as Robin Hood, incarnates the democratic impulse of the 

Vietnam War era protagonist of Maxine Hong Kingston's The Tripmaster Monkey, 

Wittman, named by his semi-literate father for the great American patriot-patriarch-poet, 

Walt Whitman.93 

And I will report all heroism from an American point of view, 

 

92 The Handbook of Chinese Horoscopes ( London: Fontana, 1991) 206. 
93 Maxine Hong Kingston, Tripmaster Monkey: His Fake Book, (New York: Vintage Books, 1990) 161. 
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sings Walt Whitman. 94  Yet the Chinese-American Whitman/Wittman is also celebrating 

the richness of ethnic Chinese culture. His immediate aim is to see Chinese theater, which 

had existed for decades in nineteenth-century California, rise phoenix-like from the ashes. 

And yet he also wants to be treated and accepted as American, all American -- Chinese 

American, yes, but Chinese American "without the hyphen." He declares, at the end of 

his Halloween-night theatrical production, paternalistically praised by the local press: 

"Without a born-and-belong-in-the-USA name, they can't praise us correctly. There's a 

favorable review here of our 'SINO-AMERICAN' theater. When the United States doesn't 

recognize a foreign communist country [the story is set in the 1960s], that's Sino-

American. There is no such person as a Sino-American."95Our Wittman, like the Walt 

Whitman of "Song of Myself," looks idealistically to an American-ness that disregards 

color. In 'Song of Myself' even the grass sprouting from the earth is a great democratic 

leveller "Growing among black folks as among white."96 

 The nature of the Asian American identity is something Hong Kingston attempts to 

interrogate, negotiate and construct in her novel. There are numerous references to the 

earliest Chinese immigrants. Wittman is contemplating San Francisco Bay and Alcatraz: 

 
"And Angel Island too, waiting for us to come back and make a theater out 
of the Wooden House, where our seraphic ancestors did time. Desolation 
China Man angels."97 
 

 Today many Americans celebrate another and more famous island, Ellis Island. 

Tourists make the ferry trip from Manhattan, by way of the Statue of Liberty,  to visit this 

essential artifact of the American dream.  A line of prose in the chronology displayed on 

one of the walls of the exhibition halls mentions briefly the Anti-Chinese Exclusion Laws 

 

94 "Starting from Paumanok," (part 6), Leaves of Grass in Walt Whitman, Complete Poetry and Selected 
Prose (Cambridge, MA: The Riverside Press ,1959) 17. 
95  Kingston 307. 
96  Part 6,  Complete Poetry 28. 
97 Kingston 161. 
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of 1882. But the Chinese are not part of the Ellis Island narrative. They are excluded from 

the Ellis Island narrative just as they were excluded from America itself.  Ellis Island is 

narrated by television bard, anchorman Tom Brokaw on a recorded "audio tour" of the 

Immigration Museum: "The story of Ellis Island in English, Espanol, Deutsch, Francais 

and Italiano." 98 There is no need of a Chinese soundtrack; for all the time Ellis Island 

processed would-be immigrants (1892-1938), Chinese people were excluded from 

America.  

 It is in the Ellis Island gift shop that the absence of Chinese and China is most 

marked. On sale is an array of golden medallions, one each for many of the world's 

nations. On one side of the golden coin is a racially stereotypical representation of a head 

belonging to one of that nation's immigrants, while on the other side is embossed the 

number of immigrants admitted to America from that country. There is even a Japanese 

face, for it was not until 1908 that the so-called "Gentleman's Agreement" officially 

restricted immigration from Japan. But there is no Chinese head. Next to the medallions, 

there are the posters and coffee-table books showing white, honest-looking turn-of-the-

century European immigrants; described famously by Emma Lazarus in 1883 as "huddled 

masses yearning to breathe free," they are depicted staring into the eyes of the "Mother 

of Exiles," the Statue of Liberty. The Chinese had been excluded in 1882.  

 Ellis Island is commemorated, and for sale, on souvenirs which range from plastic 

back-scratchers, to the video narrated by the late Greek American television and film star 

Telly Savalas, Remembering Ellis Island: Everyman's Monument.  The video plays 

repeatedly on the overhead monitor. There are glass display cases full of "authentic" 

goods from Italy, the Ukraine, Israel. Plates, embroideries, Russian wooden dolls: folklore 

from the old country. Prominently displayed is the official souvenir ceramic tile 

("decorative - useful," "protects your furniture - a lasting remembrance" reads the lettering 

 

98 ARA Leisure Services, "Audio Tour of Ellis Island with Tom Brokaw" leaflet. 
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on the box). The tile sports a representation of Ellis Island's Main Hall, the words: 

"DESTINATION: AMERICA" emblazoned across it, and above the lettering are the flags 

of Finland, Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, Britain, Poland, Iceland, Japan, Spain, 

Mexico, Greece, and Holland. On the other side of the tile is a small sticker: "Made in 

Taiwan."  

 On the other side of America there was a less proud detention Center -- the 

Wooden House -- on Angel Island: the "Chinaman's" Ellis Island, back-door Ellis Island, 

the Ellis Island of the official Other. In the structure of the wooden house the early Chinese 

immigrants carved their anonymous poems, inscribed their desolation. These are the 

texts of the first Chinese American writers, unknown "Desolation Chinaman Angels -- 

generations before Maxine Hong Kingston and Amy Tan. Chinese related to early pre-

Exclusion Act immigrants, some were impostors. Economic desperation in China led them 

to pose as the relatives of Chinese-Americans. They bought and internalized the identities 

of others in order to emigrate to the Gold Mountain.  

 Angel Island became home to the Wooden Barracks in 1910. The would-be 

immigrants endured physical examinations and harsh interrogations. Those who passed 

the test were allowed to cross the bay, those who failed were deported back to China. 

Suicides occurred, poems were written: 

 
The moment I hear 
We've entered port, 
I am all ready: 
My belongings wrapped in bundle. 
Who would have expected joy to become sorrow: 
Detained in a dark, crude, and filthy room? 
What can I do? 
Cruel treatment, not one restful breath of air, 
Scarcity of food, severe restrictions--all unbearable. 
Here even a proud man bows his head.99   

 

 

99 Marlon K. Hom (ed), Songs of Gold Mountain (Berkeley: California UP, 1987) 75. 
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 While the racism institutionalized in immigration policies of the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries may be elided in the collective memory, here at Angel Island the 

suffering  that exclusion caused is concretized, inscribed. Ultimately, the silent and 

silenced become voiced. This was one of the first modern detention centers, it was 

followed by that twentieth-century phenomenon, the camp. 

 Yuri Kochiyama, a Japanese American, writes in her autobiographical essay "Then 

Came the War," that knowledge and understanding of one's own past should not be 

merely a form of self-defence, of ensuring one's own ethnic group is not persecuted once 

again. It should also lead to solidarity with other oppressed groups. 100  Out of her 

experience of internment during the war in an American concentration camp -- "we feel it 

is apropos to call them concentration camps" -- , and  her struggle for redress led her to 

conclude: "Historically, Americans have always been putting people behind walls. First 

there were the American Indians who were put on reservations, Africans in slavery, their 

lives on plantations, Chicanos doing migratory work, and the kinds of camps they lived 

in...dispossessed people--disempowered." 101  The whole Japanese-American redress 

movement itself was "very good because it was a learning experience. We could get out 

into our communities and speak about what happened to us and link it with experiences 

of other people." Yet  Yuri Kochiyama is critical of the collective self-interest and 

ethnocentrism of many  Japanese Americans who "didn't even learn that part," who "don't 

even see other ethnic groups who have gone though it." 102 One of the paradoxes of  the 

experience of  racism, is how often the lesson is not learnt. 

 Just as many Japanese Americans have essentialized their experience, there is a 

danger of essentializing the Chinese American experience to the extent that exclusion 

and marginalization rather than being overturned may be reinforced.  Kingston's Wittman 

 

100 In Joann Faung Jean Lee,  Asian Americans (New York: The New Press, 1992) 10-18. 
101 Joann Lee 18. 
102 Joann Lee 18. 
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Ah Sing clearly is made to voice that danger. There is a very moving soliloquy towards 

the end of which Wittman Ah Sing seeks to deny the Chineseness of his cultural 

production, and even its hybrid status: 

 
"There is no East here. West is meeting West. This was all West. All you 
saw was West. This is the Journey in the West."103 
 

 But if this is the West, this can no longer be the West as it has been. Wittman's 

story foregrounds the confrontation and disjuncture between Chinese ethnicity and 

culture, and non-Chinese American culture. Wittman struggles to write and stage an 

American drama based on Chinese myths with a multi-racial cast of actors. It is 

Chineseness and hybridity out of which Maxine Hong Kingston constructs her narrative. 

She is not after all writing about the Pilgrim Fathers or Ellis Island. And yet, while she may 

not write about white America and its cultural mythology it is always there, the ever 

present Self against which she invents and re-invents the Other of her stories. 

 One of the contradictions generated by the category "Chinese America," is that 

Chinese American identity, and its literary representation, cannot be historically fixed in 

one defining moment to the satisfaction of all who are determined by it. New immigrants 

come to America from China. Their ancestors did not suffer Angel Island. They come from 

the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, South-East Asia. If there is a 

commonalty beyond a vague and general shared culture, it is surely the experience of 

racism. Throughout the Chinese Diaspora, Chinese have long been victims of racism, 

and there are always new Angel Islands. In 1993, Chinese would-be immigrants were 

deported back to China from North America.  Those who successfully smuggle 

themselves into the United States suffer financial, sexual and racial  abuse. 

 

103 Kingston 308. 
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 The category of "Asian American" is no less problematic. Is it in any sense more 

inclusive than Chinese American? Should Asian Americans be prepared to be 

homogenized? Why should Japanese and Korean and other "Orientals," yesterday's 

"Mongolians," come together, because the white man who cannot tell the difference puts 

them together. In Tripmaster, the question is posed even of the supposedly homogenous 

Chinese-Americans: "[W]hy should they greet each other? Because your parents and 

grandparents would have run up yelling top one another and shouted genealogies of 

relatives and friends and hometowns until they connected up.)" 104 

 There is then a natural tendency to question homogenizing projects, but just as 

disturbing in this last decade of the twentieth century is the phenomenon of petty 

nationalisms and sub-nationalisms. Of course, the Korean American, the Japanese 

American, the Philippine American, and the Chinese American, -- and within that category 

why not the Cantonese American, the Taiwanese American -- each of these should have 

the right to assert cultural autonomy -- as should the other twenty or so distinct Asian 

American ethnic groups categorized and marginalized within the designation Asian 

American. The white man's criteria need not be accommodated. But the realities of racism 

that produce can be faced in common: 
 
If we can see the connections, of how often this happens in history, we 
can stem the tide of these things happening again by speaking out against 
them...[G]et out into our communities and speak about what happened to 
us, and link it with the experiences of other people.105 

 

* 

 

IV STILL EATING CATS  or  CHARLIE CHAN MAY BE DEAD BUT IS FU-MANCHU? 
 
I'm not the oppressor, 

 

104  Kingston 59. 
105 Yuri Kochiyama in Joann Lee 18. 
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I don't want to be your foe 
I'm not proud of our Colonial past. 
Great Britain, the Empire -- 
what a farce 
But whatever I do can't put past wrongs right 
so all I can say is, 
sometimes, I'm ashamed 
of being white. 
 JENNIFER PEDLER106 
 
 
What are names for? 
They are given to us 
so we know who we are. 
 
But who are we? 
Ah, that's the question 
that brings the police to the door 
at three o'clock in the morning 
BANG. BANG. BANG. 
 RICHARD BROWN107 
 

At this end of the twentieth century the explicit and extreme racist discourse of the kind 

that was to be found in mainstream newspapers and Church journals is now largely 

consigned to the newspapers of the extreme right. But the extreme right accounts for at 

least 15 per cent of the electorate in a country such as  France, and can command a vast 

number of votes in elections in parts of the United States. Moreover dominant notions of 

racism are still current amongst  majority white populations in the advanced industrialized 

societies. Witness the lack of any critique at all of the racist prose of Sax Rohmer in the 

preface to the very recent republication of The Mystery of Dr. Fu-Manchu. For the writer 

of the preface, Granville Wilson, a novelist and journalist,  Fu-Manchu may be 

"exaggerated" as a fictional "personification of evil,"  but he writes quite without 

compunction that "the real world has thrown up such monstrosities in the past and it may 

well do so in the future."  Jessica Hagedorn, alluding to an infamous, representation of a 

Chinese American, entitled her recent and  excellent selection of Asian American fiction: 
 

106 "Trying to Explain" in Once I Was a Washing Machine  153. Jennifer Pedler is a member of Tottenham 
Writers, London. 
107 "Names" in Once I Was a Washing Machine 165. Richard Brown is a member of Tower Hamlets 
Writers, London. 
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Charlie Chan is Dead. It is a wonderful title, and it would be comforting to think that such 

literary and cinematic representations of  the Chinese Other really were of the past, but 

unfortunately in Britain the stereotypical representation of Chinese people is still ingrained 

in the consciousness of many. Charlie Chan may be dead, Fu-Manchu is alive and well 

and making profits for publishers. 

 Far less well publicized than the authors whose work is collected together in 

Charlie Chan is Dead, are the lyrics of young British Chinese poets of the 1990s. Their 

work reveals the alarming degree of racial prejudice and hatred that still exists for the 

Other in societies like America and Europe. Meiling Jin's poem "One of Many," 

foregrounds the nature and  the extent of the marginalization of Chinese in Britain. It 

describes how they are excluded and marginalized, constructed as "on the fringes," and 

out of fear remain there, "going about their business," saving white society from the 

necessity of "rigorous segregation." The Chinese Briton -- how unusual that sounds, so 

unlike Chinese American -- with no stable identity, tries to all but elide her/himself, 

become "thin," become "transparent," invisible: 
 

I used to be a Chinese social worker, 
But now I'm just Chinese, 
One of the many 
Living here in Britain. 
We go about our business 
On the fringes 
Trying to make ourselves thin enough 
To slide past your malice 
Or thick enough to absorb your hatred 
Or transparent enough to go unnoticed. 
Some of us are deeply wounded, 
Our bodies litter the landscape, 
We did not make it past your malice 
Our eyes betrayed us, 
And the spikes stuck.108 

 

108 Michelle Lacy, Lili Man and Jessie Lim (eds) Exploring Our Chinese Identity  (London: Lambeth Chinese 
Community Association, 1992) 11. 
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 But "We" never "go unnoticed," however long one lives as Chinese British.109 Paul 

Wong's poem, "The Great Wall," vividly illustrates the typical, repetitive abuse that 

"Chinese" in Britain live with daily. Not just their bodies, but their cultural practices and 

products, in this instance Chinese food, are made the object of the threatened Self's 

invective. These lines show the contradictory demands of the pressure to conform that 

comes from immigrant parents with a desire to assimilate. 

   
Chineeeman! How you doin' yellow-boy? You still eating that 
Nasty smelly stuff and all those 
Flat chickens? 
Nastee, run-over food...how did'ya get to be so fat anyways? 
Think you're so fucking brainy and superior, dontcha 
Well you may be Mr. Intellectual but you're still ugly, fat and 
Unpopular. 
What did you call me?! 
You better watch your mouth China boy or else this ape's 
Gonna make those fucked-up teeth of yours even worse 
..................................................................................................... 
Here comes Fu Manchu...where's your moustache then? 
Here comes Bruce Lee... show us a bit of your Kung-Fu then 
Hwoar!! Hai-ya!! Woo, oo, ah, ah, ah HA!! 
..................................................................... 
You're so weird, son. 
What is the matter with you nowadays? 
Why don't you want to fit in -- what is wrong with 
Conforming?110 
 

 While first generation immigrants suffer racism, they do not suffer the inimitable 

mental cruelty of the school playground, and frequently are not sensitive to the subtleties 

of the language of racist ideology. These poems reveal also how in large measure the 

question of hybrid identity is still largely unaddressed. There are, of course, strategies for 

surviving the prejudices, attitudes, and idées reçues of the dominant and the "authentic" 

 

109 As I was writing this chapter I had a phone call from my mother, still living in Liverpool. "After all these 
years," she said, "who would have thought it. To think they'd still use that word." A group of youths had 
been dawdling on a central Liverpool street corner, and as she passed one of them remarked in a loud 
voice to the others : "Hey, that's a Chink."  
110 Exploring Our Chinese Identity 58. 
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culture. In Kim Tan's poem "Life as a Banana, What does it mean," both Chinese and 

white English attitudes are shown to leave little space for the hybrid subject: 

 
You go to John Lewis' and some woman asks you which wok to buy 
As if all Chinese people know which one is best  
"Oh, Meyer's flat bottomed 15 pounds from Argos - doesn't even rust!" 
Got that one sussed. 
It's when you learn a set menu for when you go to yam cha 
so the waiter doesn't give you a bad stare or spit in your food. 
You even tap the table with your fingers when someone pours your tea 
................................................................ 
It's when you hate it when there's a dangling Chinese lantern in everyone's 
 car in Chinatown. 
.................... 
It's when you get a headache listening to Chinese music. 
.......... ....................................... 
It's when you wish the little Chinese lady  
Who is shouting in a raucous voice 
Would overdose on MSG 
...................... 
It's when you think about arranged marriages 
And whether your future husband would give your family 99 
999 or 9,999 pounds as a dowry. 
................................ 
Oh the joys of being a banana! A banana!111 

 

 Are these subjects marginalized, or are they squeezed between rigid poles. Is 

there really space there at all? One of these Chinese "British" poets finds himself 

physically, geographically at the peripheries of two societies. Lab Ky Mo, who lives in 

Belfast, speaks English with a Belfast Irish accent. His Chineseness is Cantonese, which 

is the language he speaks as a second or foreign language. Hong Kong is further from 

Beijing, than Belfast from London, but Lab Ky Mo in his poem "Chinas with Belfast 

accents," like Salinger's Laughing Man, cleaves himself a space somewhere along the   

border where he maps his own Chinas where his multiple identities and cultural desires 

can belong.  

 
 

No, indeed, my Chinas need to have Belfast accents and there's not 

 

111 Exploring Our Chinese Identity 48-49. 
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a thing I can do about it. 
There's no place in China for them -the Communists wouldn't have  
it and the EC neither. No, instead, I store them in my head. 
 
I build my Chinas in my head - I make drawings on paper. 
I make drawings on paper and they become maps. 
I am its only Civil servant - I issue me my own passport 
in fact, I'm a citizen with full rights who doesn't even need 
a passport to travel in and out of the place. 
I am its first President - I get issued free travelcards. 
And their national vocabulary, well it's a marriage of English 
 with a Belfast accent. 
They speak a little Hakka too, and Cantonese, only there not too  
 good at it. 
And they all understand each other. Do you hear me?112 

 

 Lab Ky Mo may have imagined his own autonomous zone, but his poems stand as 

reminders that there is a reality beyond race, and nation, and that is a reality marked by 

a lived sense of community, a community forged out of a shared class experience. The 

poem "It was good to see all my old friends again, down at the bowling," reminds us that 

the communities whence these poems are produced are communities of working people 

living in a twilight culture of exploitation, where even the routine and habit of exploitation 

and patriarchal dominance can dull the pain of the particular alienation felt by those 

caught in the "fish and chip shop" culture of the take-away catering industry of cheap, 

Chinese food: 

 
Although younger than I am 
they all work full-time. 
 
Poor guys. 
Six days a week, they work in the kitchen, 
and on the seventh, the day of rest, 
they just smell of it. 
   
We drove Kenny home that night. 
It was five in the morning, 
but Kenny still chose to peel 
the potatoes before he went to bed.113 

 

 

112 Exploring Our Chinese Identity 18-19. 
113  Our Chinese Identity 22. 
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 But it is during the long days in the "chip shop" that the white customers invade 

their lives. With them come the racist insults, the reminder of  identity to which color is the 

casing and the key ("white fish in yellow batter"), so disturbing to the English Self, so 

intrusive. Siu Won Ng 's poem, "Fish and Chips," shows the deep psychological hurt 

inflicted by such encounters with the racist neighborhood bully. "Bastard," is the important 

word, the word that is always in the mind, the word that the pens of the racist ideologues 

long to inscribe. Again the impure, the inauthentic, the mixed is the object of hatred. For 

this is no common insult, this is not a straightforward insult: "You Chinese bastard," but 

rather a more considered race-inflected, and rhetorically nuanced: "bastard Chinese": 
   

White fish covered in white paste 
before it is tanned by the burning oil 
into a crisp yellow - 
so, will you claim that 
your meal has been polluted? 
 
You want to know the way to Peking 
and your van was stuck in traffic 
.............................. 
Peking, you stipulated 
wanting to know from a bastard Chinese. 
 
.............................         .... 
Was it my face that bothered you? 
that made you vomit such words, 
you eat Peking duck, 
like you do fish and chips. 
A great British meal 
covered in patriotic red sauce. 
.......................... 
 
I could have thrown your fish at you 
................................ 
Would you have fought back 
with your stubby fingers 
to a woman heated by your vulgarity?114 

   

 

114 Our Chinese Identity 28-29. 
     I remember an occasion in the 1970s, a time when violent racist attacks against South Asians, known 
as "Paki-bashing," were frequent in Britain. I was in the queue at the local Chinese fish and chip shop when 
a skinhead came in and slashed out at the Chinese teenage boy behind the counter: "Paki bastard." He 
missed and ran off, leaving the boy in shock, still frying and serving the chips. There weren't many South 
Asians in Liverpool at the time, and a non-white face was a non-white face.   
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 Facts have never really impeded the construction of racist discourse, and  science 

has frequently been recuperated into the project whose aim is exclusion of the Other, 

even by means of physical extermination, as is happening at this moment in numerous 

societies around the globe. .  

 The veracity or otherwise of "facts" is irrelevant to such a racism. The discursive 

practice of the Liverpool Weekly Courier in 1906 was not impeded by facts. The paper's 

reporter was supposedly accompanied by an "Asiatic gentleman" on a tour of Chinatown 

who allegedly "declared that he had seen a dead cat carried into a restaurant. Alluding to 

one of the dishes he said that Chop Sooy was not at all bad; it contained chicken finely 

chopped and other eatables. 'And cat?' I asked. 'Oh, no,' was the reply. 'Cat is a delicacy 

to be eaten separately!'"115 

 Ninety years later the trope of the cat eating "Oriental" is as embedded in popular 

white racist discourse as it ever was. The stories about the cats continue, as  do the 

exclusions and expulsions: 

 
THE FAT MARKET CAT 
 
Didn't you know? 
She's lost her cat 
The big fat angora 
That she took to market. 
Didn't you know? 
She's lost her cat 
Lost, yes, lost 
I'd say they've stolen it! 
Oh when you see what our neighborhood's become 
No, it's not what it was: it's not surprising. 
 
............................................. 
 
They've stolen her cat 
Stolen, yes, stolen... 
Maybe they've eaten it! 
They're capable of anything these foreigners! 
 
Didn't you know? 

 

115 Weekly Courier December 8, 1906, 7. 
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Now they're stealing the cats 
They start with the cats 
And then who knows... 
..................................... 
Oh when you see what our neighborhood's become 
Isn't it awful: eating French cats! 
 
Didn't you know ? 
That's all people are talking about: 
The daughter of the woman with the cat 
says she's been raped! 
.................................. 
It seems they drugged her 
So as to carry her off to their own country 
Oh when you see what our neighborhood's become 
We need more cops on the beat: we're not protected! 
 
Didn't you know 
We're forming a committee 
To get them expelled 
Before there's any more damage 
.............................. 
Oh when you see what our neighborhood's become 
It was about time: we waited too long! 
 
Didn't you know 
She's found her cat! 
---Her cat? How d'you mean? What cat? 
What cat are you talking about? 
---The big fat angora  
That she took to market! 
Oh, the cat at the market...yes... 
I'd forgotten!116 

 

 

116 "Le Gros Chat du Marché," French pop song by Gilbert Lafaille. 
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